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March 1, 2011

AD HOC SUBCOMMITTEE ON CONTRACTING
OVERSIGHT

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Ad Hoc
Subcommittee on Contracting Over-
sight of the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs be
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on March 1, 2011, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled,
“Examination of Public Relations Con-
tracts at the General Services Admin-
istration’s Heartland Region.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—H.J. RES. 44

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that at 11 a.m. on
Wednesday, March 2, the Senate pro-
ceed to the immediate consideration of
H.J. Res. 44, the 2-week continuing res-
olution which was received from the
House and is at the desk; that the Sen-
ate then proceed to a vote on the pas-
sage of H.J. Res. 44, with no inter-
vening action or debate; further, that
the cloture motion on the motion to
proceed to Calendar No. 11, H.R. 359, be
vitiated.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

READ ACROSS AMERICA DAY

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of S.
Res. 83 which was submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 83) designating March
2, 2011 as “Read Across America Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motions to reconsider be laid upon
the table, with no intervening action
or debate, and any statements be print-
ed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 83) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 83

Whereas reading is a basic requirement for
quality education and professional success,
and is a source of pleasure throughout life;

Whereas the people of the United States
must be able to read if the United States is
to remain competitive in the global econ-
omy,

Whereas Congress has placed great empha-
sis on reading intervention and providing ad-
ditional resources for reading assistance, in-
cluding through the programs authorized in
the Elementary and Secondary Education
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Act (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) and through an-
nual appropriations for library and literacy
programs; and

Whereas more than 50 national organiza-
tions concerned about reading and education
have joined with the National Education As-
sociation to designate March 2, the anniver-
sary of the birth of Theodor Geisel, also
known as Dr. Seuss, as a day to celebrate
reading: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates March 2, 2011, as
Across America Day’’;

(2) honors Theodor Geisel, also known as
Dr. Seuss, for his success in encouraging
children to discover the joy of reading;

(3) honors the 14th anniversary of ‘‘Read
Across America Day’’;

(4) encourages parents to read with their
children for at least 30 minutes on ‘“‘Read
Across America Day’ in honor of the com-
mitment of the Senate to building a nation
of readers; and

(5) encourages the people of the United
States to observe the day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

“Read

———————

SUPPORTING RECONCILIATION
WITHIN SRI LANKA

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of S.
Res. 84, a resolution introduced earlier
today by Senator CASEY.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 84) expressing support
for internal rebuilding, resettlement, and
reconciliation within Sri Lanka that are
necessary to assure a lasting peace.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
the resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, the motions to re-
consider be laid upon the table, with no
intervening action or debate, and any
statements be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 84) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 84

Whereas May 19, 2010, marked the one-year
anniversary of the end of the 26-year conflict
between the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) and the Government of Sri
Lanka;

Whereas the Government of Sri Lanka es-
tablished a Lessons Learned and Reconcili-
ation Commission (LLRC) to report whether
any person, group, or institution directly or
indirectly bears responsibility for incidents
that occurred between February 2002 and
May 2009 and to recommend measures to pre-
vent the recurrence of such incidents in the
future and promote further national unity
and reconciliation among all communities;

Whereas United Nations Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon appointed a panel of experts,
including Marzuki Darusman, the former at-
torney general of Indonesia; Yazmin Sooka,
a member of South Africa’s Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission; and Steven Ratner,
a lawyer in the United States specializing in
human rights and international law, to ad-
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vise the Secretary-General on the implemen-
tation of the commitment of the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka to human rights account-
ability;

Whereas the Government of Sri Lanka ex-
pressed its commitment to addressing the
needs of all ethnic groups and has recog-
nized, in the past, the necessity of a political
settlement and reconciliation for a peaceful
and just society;

Whereas the United States Government
has yet to develop a comprehensive United
States policy toward Sri Lanka that reflects
the broad range of human rights, national
security, and economic interests; and

Whereas progress on domestic and inter-
national investigations into reports of war
crimes, crimes against humanity, and other
human rights violations during the conflict
and promoting reconciliation would facili-
tate enhanced United States engagement and
investment in Sri Lanka: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commends United Nations Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon for creating the three-
person panel to advise the Secretary-General
on the implementation of the commitment
of the Government of Sri Lanka to human
rights accountability;

(2) calls on the Government of Sri Lanka,
the international community, and the
United Nations to establish an independent
international accountability mechanism to
look into reports of war crimes, crimes
against humanity, and other human rights
violations committed by both sides during
and after the war in Sri Lanka and to make
recommendations regarding accountability;

(3) calls on the Government of Sri Lanka
to allow humanitarian organizations, aid
agencies, journalists, and international
human rights groups greater freedom of
movement, including in internally-displaced
persons camps; and

(4) calls upon the President to develop a
comprehensive policy towards Sri Lanka
that reflects United States interests, includ-
ing respect for human rights, democracy and
the rule of law, economic interests, and secu-
rity interests.

———

CONDEMNING VIOLATIONS OF
HUMAN RIGHTS IN LIBYA
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of S.
Res. 85, which was introduced earlier

today.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 85) strongly con-
demning the gross and systematic violations
of human rights in Libya, including violent
attacks on protesters demanding democratic
reforms, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
the resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, the motions to re-
consider be laid upon the table, with no
intervening action or debate, and any
statements be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 85) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:
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